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CHAIRMAN’S STATEMENT

CHAIR’S STATEMENT
The last 12-18 months have seen a great deal of activity and achievements by the Leschenault
Biosecurity Group. Of significance was the formal recognition of the group by the minister in April
2017. The executive staff have been tireless in obtaining funds for the group with us receiving
successful grants not only from the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development,
but also from the Shire of Dardanup. These grants have given us the ability to function effectively
and, as an example, purchase fox traps that are available for use by our members at no charge. We
have also conducted successful fox trapping and baiting workshops thanks to these grants.
Other activities have included:
•
•
•
•
•

Distribution of cotton bush advisory letters;
Rabbit surveys;
Obtaining and erecting LBG roadside banners;
Rabbit K5 calicivirus release programs;
The implementation of a new MOU with the Leschenault Catchment Council

We have also done a lot of work towards the implementation of the Declared Pest Rate:
•
•
•
•
•

We have conducted a range of briefings for the local shires;
Briefings and information sessions for the community;
Information stalls at community events;
Distribution of surveys and information to the community;
Development of a detailed rate implementation plan

Over the year we have also seen changes in government with the new Minister for Agriculture and
Food being Alannah MacTiernan and, in November 2017, the release of a significant government
review of Declared Pests in WA.
On a group level we are now seeing the transition of Chris Howe our Executive Officer taking a step
aside and Katrina Zeehandelaar-Adams taking over the role of Executive Officer.
In closing I would like to thank fellow committee members and the executive staff for their support
over the last 12 months. Without their efforts we would not be in the position we are today.
Ralph Keegan (Chairman LBG)
October 2018

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Ralph Keegan (Chair); Terry Mondy (Vice-Chair); Rob Schmidt (Secretary); Sarah Forrest
(Treasurer); Jeff Ovens; Matt Blunt; Michael Smythe
STAFF
Katrina Zeehandelaar-Adams Project Officer (part time); Chris Howe Executive Officer
(part time)

LBG PRIORITY
PESTS:

BACKGROUND
The Leschenault Biosecurity Group (LBG) was
formed in 2014 out of community concern about
unmanaged declared pests.

NARROW LEAF COTTON BUSH
APPLE OF SODOM

We are managed as a not-for-profit group, guided
by a committee of volunteers. The LBG takes a
positive and proactive approach to facilitating
declared pest management. We are focused on
increasing community awareness on declared
pests and their management, and on achieving onground outcomes to complement the great work
most individual landholders are already doing.

BLACKBERRY
RABBIT
FOX
FERAL PIG

The group relies on membership to determine its
priorities and goals, the higher the involvement,
the better the group can represent community
needs.

ARUM LILY
CAPE TULIP
PATERSON’S CURSE

TO HAVE A SAY ABOUT
OUR PRIORITY PEST LIST
PLEASE CONTACT
projects.lcbg@gmail.com

1: Cotton bush hand-pulled in Ferguson Valley

GOVERNANCE
The current volunteer committee (August 2017 – November 2018) have overseen the
development of a number of important documents including: The LBG 2018-2020
Strategic Plan; The Community Engagement Plan FY2019; and the proposed framework
for the 2019-20 Operational Plan and Budget.
The group received further Royalties for Regions funding via the Department of
Primary Industries and Regional Development to fund Group activity until August 2019.
This allows for employment of a part time Project Officer to continue to facilitate the
LBG pest programs.
This is the last of the “Boost Funding” we will receive through the Department and we
therefore need to progress to the proposed Declared Pest Rate as a sustainable
funding source for group operations.

2: Joshua Brook fox management workshop

THE DECLARED PEST RATE
A long-term investment to manage Declared Pests together;
-

The Group decides on Operational Plan and required budget;
Rate collected from Landholders by the Office of State Revenue
(separate to Shire rates);
The money raised is matched dollar for dollar by the state government;
Money collected in this area will be spent only in this area;
LBG members have input into group priorities and programs

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
The LBG have continued to engage with our landholders to maintain the two-way
information channel which allows us to best represent our community.
Development of a new flyer, frequently asked questions and information sheets:
This has allowed for up-to-date information to be circulated to our members and
presented to people engaging us for the first time;
Continued delivery of the monthly E-Newsletter:
The E-Newsletter is a cost-effective way to update our members of group activities;
Presence at markets and events, including the Boyanup farmers market and
Balingup small farm field day:
Allowing for face-to-face discussions around pest issues and the operation of the
group;
Rabbit Management workshop in Burekup:
A demonstration of the group’s warren smoking unit, discussion on the K5 release
and introduction to the Rabbit-Scan App;
Six presentations to community during the Declared Pest Rate Roadshow in June:
From Gelorup through to Noggerup, landholders were engaged to discuss the group’s
intentions to finalise an Operational Plan and budget and consider the Declared Pest
Rate as a funding option;
Community Mail Out in September:
To directly engage landholders and provide the opportunity for input from those who
may not have engaged the group already;
Three community meetings in October:
To directly engage landholders and provide the opportunity for two-way discussion
and to answer questions;
Landholder pest surveys:
To help the group to establish landholder priorities and concerns;

4: Bridal Creeper, Balingup

3: Boyanup Farmers market

PEST PROGRAMS
Rabbit K5 virus release, monitoring and awareness:
Facilitation of a coordinated release of the RHDV1 K5 calicivirus across the LBG area. 17
release sites in November 2017 resulted in reported reduced rabbit numbers around
the release sites. The LBG have encouraged and assisted with rabbit monitoring using
the RabbitScan App and held a community workshop in Burekup with a focus on
collaborative rabbit management.
Cotton bush awareness, education and compliance follow-up:
For the fourth year in a row the LBG have been raising awareness around cotton bush
management, collating information on the location of unmanaged infestations and
requesting the support from DPIRD to undertake property inspections for cotton bush.
The number of unmanaged infestations has reduced over the years and many
landholders are actively managing this pest.
Fox management and cage trap hire:
The LBG have been lending out fox traps to interested landholders with a number of
successful captures recorded. The group has facilitated a landholder workshop on fox
management with practical components including setting a cage trap, using the Canid
Pest Ejector and making egg baits.
Pest and weed mapping project:
The LBG were successful in obtaining a State NRM grant to undertake a weed and pest
mapping project to collate the existing information available and to physically map
areas in the catchment where data is missing. The project will allow for a snapshot to
be created from which we can gauge progress in the coming years.

LBG PARTNERSHIPS
The LBG would like to acknowledge the positive working relationships that we have held
with the following organisations:
•

Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development;

•

Leschenault Catchment Council;

•

Shire of Dardanup;

•

Shire of Donnybrook-Balingup;

•

Shire of Capel;

•

City of Bunbury;

•

Peel-Harvey Biosecurity Group;

•

Blackwood Biosecurity Inc.;

•

Capel LCDC;

•

Main Roads WA;

•

Arc Infrastructure;

•

Forest Products Commission;

•

Doral Mineral Sands;

•

WAPRES;

5: Arum lily, Argyle

STAFF CONTACT DETAILS:
KATRINA ZEEHANDELAAR-ADAMS
EXECUTIVE OFFICER (part time)
projects.lcbg@gmail.com
97914773
www.leschenaultbiosecuritygroup.org

In Memory of Michael Smythe
1941 – 2018

